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For I know whom I have believed, 
and am perſuaded that he is able | 


to keep that which I have com- 
mited unto him againſt that day. 


recommending this ſecond epiſtle 
of St. Paul to Timothie to our 
more peculiar attention and regard. It 
was written by a chriſtian apoſtle to @ 
_ chriſtian biſhop or paſtor; nor is it even 
on this account to be looked upon as leſs 
extenſively uſeful, ſince undoubtedly the 
principles and duties, Wheh we are to 


7 HERE 2 conſiderations 


= inculcate and enforce, muſt be thoſe which 


you are to attend to, meilitate upon, and 
practiſe. It was written from Rome, at 
that time the ſeat of empire and philo- 
ſophie. It was written, when the apoſtle 
was in impriſonment there, on account of 
his adherence to the chriſtian faith. It 
was written in his declining years, be- 
ing in date but little prior to that addreſ- 
ſod to Philemon, in which he expreſsly 
ſtiles himſelf Paul the aged.“ It was 
written too, as evidently appears from 
a3 what 


Tet 


hat follows in the epiſtle itſelf, when he 
was under ſome more particular and imme- 
diate apprehenſions of his own nearly 
approaching deceaſe; imagining, that 
though the infirmities of age ſhould not, 
yet the growing malice of his perſecutors 


would, in all probabilitie, ſoon put a 7 
riod to his life: “for I am now ready to 


ce he offered,” ſays he, ch. iv. v. 6. and 
« the time of my departure is at hand.” 


We may juſtly conſider it therefore as be- 


ing his public and moſt ſolemn, his deli- 


berate, laſt and dying teſtimonie borne to 


religion and the goſpel : and theſe are fo 


many reflexions which, joined with the 


mournful occation of my appearing amongſt 
you at this time, encourage me to hope, 


that you will, with attentive and awakened 


minds, be receiving the word,” as it is 
now to be diſpenſed, in diſcourſing more 


particularly upon that portion of the 


epiſtle, which we have upon this occaſion 
ſelected ; and, through the bleſſing of God 
accompanying this addreſs, may ſome ſa- 
lutarie and abiding impreſſions be now 


made upon our hearts ! 


In order to a proper illuſtration of the 
paſſage, it ſhould ſeem that there are theſe 
three particulars to he conſidered. |; 

Firſt; the perſonal object of the apoſtle 8 
faith. I know whom I have believed.“ 

Secondly ; the perſuaſion conſequent upon 


this faith, and arifing from it; “ and am 


Fg — 


"4 
I <« perſuaded that he is able to keep. that 
« Which I have commited unto him 
cc np TCO. I. ; 

Thirdly ; the ground of both, as more 
immediately exiſting in the mind of the 
apoſtle ; © I 2now whom I have believed.” 


Z Theſe three particulars therefore we will 


briefly conſider, and then procede to point 
out ſome of thoſe reflexions which may 
naturally be deduced from the whole. 
Firſt, I ſay, we have to conſider the 
perſonal obje& of the apoſtle's faith here 


7 ſpoken of. I know whom,” or in whom, 


I have believed.” There is nothing ei- 
ther in the preceding or ſubſequent con- 

text, by which we may as to this particu- 
lar be determined. But we all know with 
how much zeal and magnanimitie our. 
apoſtle appeared as the adherent and advo- 
cate of chriſtianitie, how much he glo- 
<« ried” in the goſpel and even * in the 
« croſs of Chriſt,” avowing the divine and 
heavenly authoritie of the (chriſtian reli- 
gion, and aſſerting the tranſcendent defign 
and admirable tendencie of its principles 
and doctrines. So that we may with the 
greateſt proprietie ſuppoſe him in ſaying ;_ 
«© I know whom J have believed,” to ſpeak . 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the object of 
his faith. At the ſame time it is to be 


remembered, that the very excellencie it- 


ſelf of the chriſtian doctrine conſiſts in its 
being ſo powerful, and, according to its 
LES | | genuin 


[ 6 1 „ Yb 


genuin tendencie, ſo hi 11 cutout a 


means of eſtabliſhing our faith and confi- 


dence * in the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” and of directing all 
our views and affections to him as the 


great, the ſovereign good. Our bleſſed 


aviour came into the world on purpoſe 
that he might ſhew us the Father” in all 
the bann e and matchleſs glories of his 
nature. And it is an obſervation that can- 


not be too diligently attended to, that 


throughout the whole tenor of the New 
Teſtament, eſpecially our Lord's own de- 
clarations, his appearance on earth for the 


recoverie and ſalvation of our ſinful race, is 


ever aſcribed. to the rich and ſovereign 
mercie, to the free unmerited and bound- 
leſs love of the Father, and that it was his 


eternal e vhich he came to execute 


and fulfil. So that, whatever bleſſings, 
privileges, hopes, and pleaſing expecta- 
tions we enjoy, by virtue of the goſpel- 

race, theſe all, and this grace itſelf, are 
to be conſidered as flowing from the origi- 
nal and eſſential benignitie and loving- 
Kindneſs of that ſovereign being, who 
& ſent his only-begotten Son into the 
« world, that we might live through him.“ 
Accordingly all“ the promiſes” of the 


_ goſpel are expreſsly declared, 2 Corinth. i. 


20. to © be the promiſes of God in 
him,” and to be © in him, yea and amen. 
« unto the glorie of God.” And by 

another 


[ 7 1 
zother apoſtle, 1 Pet. i. 21. we are faid 
by him to believe in God, that raiſed 
him up from the dead, and gave him 

* glorie, that our faith and zope might be 
in God.” So that ſuppoſing the apoſtle's 
rſt and more immediate ſentiment in ſay- 
neg © I know, in whom I have believed,” 
to have its reference to the perſon, cha- 
acter, and offices of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
en in this view'it muſt neceſſarily implie 
and include in it a declaration of his faith 
n God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
hriſt, and of that ſupreme and altimate 
dependance which he placed upon the 
riches of his mercie, upon his exuberant 
F* and everlaſting love.” Or, ſhould we 
rather ſuppoſe his firſt and more direct in- 
tention here to have been the aſſerting of 
=his belief i in that ſovereign Deitte, by whoſe 
appointment and deſignation this“ well 


2 beloved of the Father“ appeared in our 


world under the character of man's Re- 
deemer, ſtill muſt we needs conſider him 
© as deſigning to expreſs this faith in God, 
according to all the infinitely amiable 
views and ideas that- are given us in the 
declarations and doctrines of the goſpel, and 
by the eſſential grace of the diſpenſation ĩt- 
ſelf contained in it, of his perfections and 


attributes. 80 that, according to which 


ever of the two propoſed interpretations We 


underſtand the apoſtle, when he ſaye, I 


now, whom I have believed, * the 


« "rp 
— VE 


— 


E Tc 
Sw 4 a » R L 


"ls LDL 
* 


5 


r * 
— 22 


— ee Lorne 
— - 


. 
£ - <4 Sv A. 


in i os Goes © tes * - 


ſenſe, upon the * will be 8 and 
in effect the ſame. Let us therefore new 


go on to conſider, in the 


Second place, the perſuaſion conſequent 


vpon this faith, and ariſing from it. 1 


% know whom I have believed, and am 
e perſuaded, that he is able to keep that 


«© which I have commited unto him againſt, 


« that day.” what we read, that which 
* I have commited to him” is not altoge- 
ther ſo explicit in the original, as this ren- 
dering ſuppoſes, but, according to the 


more ſtrit and literal denotation, might 


be rendered © my depoſit,” charge or truſt, 
and it may ſignifie indifferently either Hats 3 


which I have commited to another, or that 


which another has commited to me; 
and, cither way, it will have a very natural 


connexion with the preceding clauſe, 
whichever 1 interpretation of that we may 


think moſt proper to adopt. Let us, for 
example, ſuppoſe, that in the foregoing 


words the apoſtle intended to expreſs the | 


faith he had in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
prophet of the moſt high God and meſ- | 
ſenger of peace to our ſinful race, and then 
to ſpeak i in that now before us of ſomewhat 
which he had commited to him, 


namely, the concerns of his immortal ſoul, 9 
the higheſt intereſts of his being, his o. . 


favs, 5: ah welfare and ſalvation, how juſt i 

the language? how natural the repreſenta- 

tion, and how exacily conſonant to the 
principles, 


[61 


| principles, which, as a believer in the | 


chriſtian doctrine, Be muſt of neceſſitie be 


fuppoſed to have embraced-? For is not the 
Savior, who once appeared in ſo humble 
a form on earth, now exalted “ at the 


e right hand of the majeſtic on high? has 


„ he not a name” and an authoritie 


given him above everie name?“ are not 
tc angels, principalities, powers,” made 
ſubject to him? and is he not now acting 
in all this glorie arrayed, as the appointed 
mediator between God and man? is he 
* not exalted to be a prince and a Savior,” 
to give repentance and remiſſion of ſins, 

and to diſpenſe the bleſſings of heaven and 

eternal life? To whom then ſhould we 
commit our ſouls? or upon whom depend 

for ſalvation, but upon him, whom God 


"x 4 himſelf has appointed to be the diſnenſer 


of it, and to be unto us * the way, the 
„truth, and the life?“ or, according to 
that other alleged ſenſe of the pre- 
ceding clauſe, what more naturally be- 


> i longing to the pious temper ? what in 


realitie more eſſential to it, than frequent 
acts of reſignation and ſelf-ſurrender, with 
reſpe& to all the higheſt intereſts of our 
being, to that God, who “e defires not the 


| «© death of a ſinner, but rather that he 
„ ſhould repent, return and live, and 


who is ever ready to conduct us, by the 
moſt gratious and effectual methods, to 
the 1 of heavenly and immortal 

| B glorie? 


1 10 oy 
ates? or rather indeed may we ſpeak of 
this as being the habitual temper of the 


truly devout and pious man, which he is 


continually endeavoring to cheriſh and 
improve by ſach particular and ſolemn acts 
and exerciſes, either more voluntarily re- 
newed, or by ſome peculiar circumſtances | 
dictated and excited. Thus, for inſtance, 


with reſpect to our apoſtle, he was now 


ſuffering in the cauſe of truth and virtue, 
as in the former clauſe of the verſe, out of $ 


which our text has been taken, we have it 


fignified and exprefled ; and may we not 
well believe, .that he was in this fituation 2 
juſtly complying with that exhortation 
given by another apoſtle in relation to it; 
x Pet. iv. 19. © wherefore let them, that 
« ſuffer according to the will of God, 
&* commit the keeping of their ſouls to him 4 
« in well-doing, as unto a faithful cre- 
« ator?” and being moreover at this time 


under ſome more immediate apprehenſions 


of a departure out of our world, no doubt 


he was upon this occafion recollecting the 
conduct of our bleſſed Savior, when ex- 


piring upon that ignomintgus croſs, on 


which he © gave himſelf a ſacrifice and an 


« offering for our fins,” and that pious | 
_— which then he uttered, ©* Fa- 
« ther, into thine hands, I commend my 
« ſpirit.” But we have ſaid, that theſe | 
words, © that which 1 have commited to 


wh bim, 5 may, according to the leſs deter- 


mined 


11 * 

+ ined NY of * e original; denote, that, 
which by him, in whom he believed,” 
had been commited to the apoſtle. And 
what was that, but the diſpenſation and 
doctrine of the goſpel to be by him af- 
ſerted, vindicated, explained and enforced? 
Thus we find the apoſtle often ſpeaking of 
his evangelic miniſtry as a A penff en 
« commited” to him, and to others like 
bim employed in propagating and diffuſing 
chriſtian light and knowledge ; ſee 2 Co- 
rinth. v. 19. Gal. ii. 7. 1 Tim. i. 11. 
and vi. 20. as alſo v. 14. following our 
text. And as miniſters, who are more 
Z eſpecially engaged in promoting the cauſe 
of chriſtian truth, and faithfully executing 
this office, cannot but have a very tender 
concern, a generous and deep-felt anxiety 


| F | for the ſucceſs of it, when they themſelves 


ſhall be no more among men on earth, how 
juſtly may we ſuppoſe it, with reſpect to our 
great apoſtle, that he ſhould, in ſome ſuch 
manner as this other interpretation implies, 
have been recommending, eſpecially under 
the more direct apprehenſion of his own 
nearly approaching deceaſe, the intereſt 
and ſucceſs of the chriſtian faith; that 
faith, which he himſelf had fo zealouſly 
contended for and eſpouſed to the protec= 
tion and indulgent care of heaven? thus, 
nas it were again“ commiting” into the 
hands of God, that, which God had 
255 commited” unto him. But in which 
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ever of As ſenſes we underſtand the lan- 


guage, it was it ſeems his full perſuaſion, 
that he, in whom he believed, was ab/e 


b 0 keep the grand depoſit againſt that 


e day.” Let us ſuppoſe then our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to be here ſpoken of as the 


perſonal object of his faith. Is not this the 
very perſon appointed to be * head over 
all things, to the church in general, as 
well as the author of eternal ſalvation” 

to every individual © who obeys him?“ 


And can it ever be ſuppoſed that the ſove- 


reign and infinitely gratious Deitie ſhould 
have entruſted theſe great affairs in une- 


qual or inſufficient hands ? or is there not 


indeed, even with this ſovereign Deitie 
Himſelf, a fullneſs and ſufficiencie of power 
for accompliſhing all his pleaſure? Diſtreſ— 


fing indeed and beyond expreſſion grievous 


would be the thought, were the faithful 
miniſters of Chriſt to apprehend, liable as 


they are to be at every inſtant ſummoned 


hence, and to have their voices for ever 
ſilenced in death, that the ſucceſs and in- 
tereſts of religion in their reſpective con- 


gregations were depending on their ſingle 
breath alone. But how unſpeakable, on 


the other hand, the joy in reflecting, that, 


though we, your miniſters, muſt indeed 
be ere long removed from among you, 


and be no longer able to © miniſter the 
% word of life” to the hungry or afflicted 
ſoul, 2 that ſovereign and all-gratious 


being, 


3 
being, whoſe cauſe we plead, and in whoſe 
name it is, and © in Chriſt's ſtead, that 
we pray you, be ye reconciled unto God,” 
is omnipotent and everlaſting, and that 
« the gates of hell” itſelf © can never pre- 
« vail againſt a ſingle purpoſe of his will!?“ 
And with reſpect likewiſe to our own per- 
ſonal happineſs and ſalvation, that God, 
* in whom we believe, is able, infinitely 
able, to keep that, which we have com- 
« mited unto him.” And as we know 
him to be rich in mercie “ towards all 
«© who call upon him in truth,” fo we 
know, that there 1s no power throughout 
univerſal nature that can. * ſtay his hand, 
« or ſay unto him,” ſo as to controle or 
3 fruſtrate any of his gratious views, what 
„ doeſt thou?“ ſo that he will moſt aſſu- 
redly fulfil the deſire of them that fear 
him; and we may, with a devout and 
holy confidence, ſay, he “ is able to keep 
„ that which we have commited unto him 
« againſt that day; to chear and conſole 
our minds even under the preſent preſſure 
of affliction, ſo that it ſhall not, upon the 
whole, be able to diſturb our holy ſerenetie 
and joy, according to that devout ejacula- 
tion of the prophet, Iſa. xxvi. 3. Thou 
wilt keep hm in perfect peace, O God, 
& < whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee ; becauſe 
be truſteth in thee.” And whenever 
this earthly ſcene ſhall cloſe, the ſame 
gratious parent and author of our being 
| can, 


T4) 


can, by the fame infinite power, which 


firft produced it, ſtill carry it onward in 


ſome fairer, brighter and more delightful 


world, advance our happineſs there to an 
inconceivably higher pitch of perfection, 
and thus keep that, which we have 


«© commited to him againſt that day” of 


public and univerſal judgment, when the | 


great Redeemer © ſhall come to be glori- 


« fied in his ſaints, and to be admired in 
« all them, that believe; then gladden 
our return to thoſe celeſtial regions, where | 
we ſhall < be for ever with the Lord,” and ' 


be made unſpeakably happy in the light 


of his countenance, and the fruition of his 
love. And thus much may perhaps ſuf- 
fice for the illuſtration of this ſecond par- 
ticular ; the perſuaſion conſequent upon 


the apoſtle's faith and arifing from it. I 


c know whom TI have believed, and am 
* perſuaded that he is able to keep that 
«© which I have commited unto. him 


« againſt that day.” 


But we mentioned, as a third gan 


to be conſidered, the ground and founda- 


tion of both as more immediately exiſting 


in the mind of the apoſtle. 7 An, 


* whom I have believed.” His faith was 
not the reſult of education, merely, cuſtom, 
example, authoritie, prejudice or prepoſ- 
ſeſſing opinion. It was not the effect either | 
of bewildered thought, dark and be- 


nighted ſuperſtition, roving fancy, or ſu- 
perficial, 


Fa 


. 


 perficial, ſlight inquirie : but with delibe- 


rate, ſerious, calm and fixed attention, he 
had employed thoſe intelligent and rational 
facultics belonging to his nature, in ſearch- 


ing out the great and infinitely adorable 


author both of it and of univerſal being. 


In conſequence of this he had acquired the 
moſt amiable and inſpiring notions of God 


and religion. And: theſe being thus the 
fruit of perſonal conviction, . and of his 
own immediate examination and inquirie 
both into the grounds and evidence, and 


into the principles and doctrines of reli- 


gion, hence aroſe a ſenſible and lively, but 
et habitual apprehenſion of their impor- 
tance, and he was enabled uniformly to 
think, to live and to act under their com- 
manding influence and power. And ſuch 
I ſuppoſe to be the emphaſis and peculiar 
force of the apoſtle's language, when he 


ſays, ©, I 4now, whom J have believed.” 


But I go on to mention as propoſed ſome 
of thoſe reflexions, which naturally ariſe 
from the foregoing principles and conſi- 
derations. 1 


And in the firſt place, how amply may 


we be encoraged by conſiderations like 


theſe, in a ſteady and unſhaken adherence 
to the cauſe of truth and virtue, whatever 
afflictions we may be called to endure for 


the ſake of it, or meet with in the progreſs 


of our chriſtian courſe. It is true, that we 
pe neg GEE our- 
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ourſelves muſt ſoon be called hence. But 


what of that? The cauſe we are embar- 


qued in is the cauſe of God; we have the 


honor, the high unſpeakable honor, ſach 5 


his infinite condeſcenſion and grace, of 
being „ Jaborers together with him” in 
our faithful endevors to promote light, 
knowledge and virtue amongſt mankind, 
and to advance their higheſt good. And tho 


the ſcene of our own action here will ſoon 


indeed be concluded, yet the cauſe itſelf 
will not be abandoned. The God we ſerve 


js ſtill „able to keep that which he has 


« commited unto us againſt that day,” 
even to that lateſt period of time, when 
« the carth and all the things that are | 


« therein ſhall be burned up.” And with 


reſpect to ourſelves, no reaſon have we on 
account of any afflictions and forrows | 
which we may meet with here, to enter- 
tain any hard or injurious thought of God, 
ſo as to be diſpirited in his ſervice, ſeeing 
he does not willingly, or for the ſake only 


of exerciſing them with calamitie and pain, 


afflict the children of men, but- for their 


ſpiritual profit and advantage, and that they 


may be more effectually made partakers : | 
e of his holinels.” Nor is there ought of 
this kind, that can befall us, which that 
God, © in whom we believe,” and int 
whoſe hands we have commended our ſpi- 
rits, cannot make to © work together for 

3 1 * 


te out good: and he that ſpared not his 
% own ſon, but delivered him up for us 
& all, how hall he not with him alſo free- 
&« ly give us all things?” what, tho' we 
ſhould even wear out our bodies in his ſer- 
vice, which yet will ſoon decay and fall 
to pieces, whether we wear them out or 
not? or what tho' the rage of ſome bitter 
perſecutors ſhould haſten on the period of 
Jour lives? do we not“ know, that when- 
ever our carthly houſe of this tabernacle 
. ſhall be diflolved, we have a building of 


* 


God, an houſe not made with hands, 


eternal in the heavens?” * fear not 
therefore according to the exhortation 
Piven us by our bleſſed Savior himſelf, 
Them, who kill the © bodie, but cannot 

Kill the foul” [+ T6. / 
Secondly, may we not diſcover, in what 


has been ſaid, a principal reaſon at leaſt 


pf our preſent declenſions in religion? 


by no means affect to exhibit in this re- 
Wpect any diſcoraging views. But yet we 


zmmuſt, I think, allow, that there is not 
Zmongſt us that life and ſpirit, that vigor 
and cordialitie in religion, which animated 
Pur fore-fathers, and was in them fo viſible 


rs ' fand apparent; but we ſeem finking apace 


nto a lamentable luke-warmneſs and in- 


at Mifference in the“ things of God.” and 


2 what ſhall we aſctibe it ? religion has 
the ſame truth, dignitie, importance, plea- 


ure and ſatisfaction in it now as heretofore. 
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why then are not we as cloſely attached to 
4 it, as zealouſly concerned about it, as they? 
AY God is the ſame infinitely benign and 
14-0 gratious being, our heavenly father, our 
11 unchangeable, everlaſting friend. © Jeſus 
=_ dis fame yeſterday, to day, 
19 « and for ever.” the promiſes of everlaſt- 
[} ing life and happineſs, are equally ſure to 
all who are faithfully complying with the | 
| terms of the goſpel covenant. why then are 
14 not we alike ardent in the ſervice of our 
maker as were theſe? why not alike enfla- 
med with the love of our redeemer ? why 
not alike eager in the purſuit of heavenly 
| and eternal joys ? to what can this be 
al owing, but that we do not, as they did, 
TY accuſtom and inure ourſelves to the ſerious i 
[ ſtudy of religion, and contemplation of its 
5 truths, and do not enough by devout and 
holie meditation, and by the exerciſes of 
ſelf- recollection and divine worſhip, ende- 
vor to realize to our own pn its glorious F 
views ? 3 
From the ſame al principles there- 
fore it muſt needs be evident, in the third 
1" place, by what means we may, thro' the 
„ divine bleſſing, moſt probably hope to pre- 
1 vent theſe declenſions from becoming ſtill 
more deplorable. if they are indeed, as we Y 
| Have been ſaying, in a great meaſure owing | 
14 dc the want of a ſufficient acquaintance 
WY with the truths and principles of religion, $ 
N | and the not employing our minds in ende- 
| Ki I. | W 
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„ PVoring to acquire a rational and well- 
4. grounded conviction of them, how can we 
better attempt the remedie of this evil, 


15 than by cultivating each one for himſelf a 
more ardent love of the truth, an holie 

* ambition of gaining ſome clearer inſight 

o into things heavenly and divine, of forming 


a more intimate acquaintance with the 
perfections of the ſovereign and eternal 
mind, of enlarging and elevating our con- 
ceptions in relation to the views and pur- 
Z poles of his univerſal government, and by 


8 I diffuſing as far as in us hes the ſame ſpirit 
7 among thoſe around us. And may I not 


Fjuſtly urge in ſupport of this obſervation the 
language of our bleſſed Savior himſelf, de- 
claring * this is life eternal to Zngw thee 
„ the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
V hom thou haſt ſent.” for tho' I would 
by no means apply this declaration, ſo as 
to encourage any undue dependance upon 
mere knowlege and ſpeculation, as if this 
2X would of itſelf ſuthce for our acceptance be- 
fore God, and the obtaining of eternal life ; 
yet this, I think, is the leaſt we can ſup- 
XZ poſe to be implied in it, that ſuch a clear, 
intimate and well-grounded per/ua/ion of re- 
ligious truths as we have now been ſpeak- 
ing of, muſt needs be of the higheſt im- 
portance in order to the eſtabliſhing, che- 
riſhing and improving in our minds thoſe 
TX devour and heavenly affections, thoſe pure 
and holie diſpoſitions, which do indeed con- 

T | 3 tititute 


11 


ſtitute our eſſential meetneſs and qualifica- f 
tion for participating in the joys of eternitie. 
Fourthly, from what has been inſiſted 
upon we may ſurely derive the moſt abun- 
dant conſolation and ſupport, when lament- 
ing the removal of our worthy friends or 
pious relatives by death. It is true the 
body is now * turned to deſtruction, but 
with it all their fins and ſorrows ; while 
they themſelves are advanced into a nobler 
ſtate of being, and gone to receive that 
crown of righteouſneſs,” that crown of 
undecaying * glorie, which God has pre- 
ared “ for them, who love him.“ And 
tho' indeed their friendly ſervices to man- 
kind are ceaſed, and we can now no more 
enjoy the benefit of that zeal and ardor, by 
them ſo worthily employed on virtue's fide 
and in religion' s cauſe, yet, as we have ſeen, is 
that God © in whom they believed able to 
keep that, which he had commited unto * 
them againſt that day;“ and while they 
are receiving the reward of their labors in 
the world above, to raiſe up others here on 
earth, that ſhall proſecute and carry on 
their worthy deed even unto © that day,” 
and till time ſhall be no more. 
And by conſiderations of this kind, how 
effectually in the fifth place may the. pious 
chriſtian be animated and ſupported under 
the apprehenſions of his own diffolution. 
He 4nows, whom he has believed, and as 


nn doubts not the infinite benignitie and good- 
„„ | neſs 


[ 21 ] 


neſs of his heavenly Father; ſo he is ©* per 


* ſuaded that he is able alſo © to keep that, 
„ which he has commited unto him,” 


both his own immortal ſoul, and that 
cauſe and intereſt of religion to which, 
while here on earth, he has been ſo 
warmly attached, ** againſt that day.” 
and in this hope he“ fainteth not, nei- 
&« ther is weary ;” and © though the out- 
« ward man periſh, yet the inward man 
c js renewed day by day,” and grows 


continually more vigorous and alive, in- 


ſpired by the thought of that divine feli- 
citie, which he hopes, ere long, to be 
poſſeſſed of in the world of everlaſting 
bleſſedneſs. 7 

And we have every reaſon to conclude 
that theſe were the ſupports and conſola- 
tions enjoyed in the dying hour, by that 
worthy friend and brother, whoſe deceaſe 
has. been the mournful occaſion of this 
diſcourſe; the late reverend Mr. Ben- 
Jamin Treacher. we may with the great- 
eſt propriety fay concerning him, that he 
c knew whom he believed.“ he had, in 
his earlieſt years, a ſtrong thirſt after reli- 
gious knowledge, inſomuch that on ac- 
count of the daily attendance given to a 


ſecular engagement he was then under, 


the duties of which, notwithſtanding all 
his ardor in the purſuit of mental acquiſi- 
tions, were performed by him with the 
utmoſt fidelitie, he uſed to devote a very 

ma... _ 
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conſiderable part of the night to ſtudie, 


reading, and contemplation ; nay, not un- 


frequently the whole of it, content only 
with taking ſome tranſient reſt by lying 


down in his clothes at the approach of 
day; and by this means it was, together 
with the habitual (cultivation of his under- 
ſtanding, and application of his mind and 
thoughts to religious and moral ſubjects, 
that he acquired a very great degree of diſ- 
cernment in them, and a deep- felt, pene- 
trating conviction of the realitie and im- 
portance of things ſacred and divine. And 
to this, I think, we may, in conſequenee 


of a bleſſing from on high accompanying 


his endevors, principally aſcribe that 
compoſure, firmneſs and alacritie in the 


ways of God, which formed the aſpect and 


general tenor of his converſation. ſuch 
being his reliſh for things ſacred and 
religious, we can little wonder, that he 
could have, in thoſe early years, as he 


faid he always had, a ſtrong inclination to 


the miniſtrie. and it was with great con- 

cern he then reflected upon a particular 

circumſtance in his father's family, which 
he thought might be likely to interfere 
with the proſpects and expectations of this 
kind he had indulged. providence how- 
ever was pleaſed to open a way for his ap- 


pearance in the character of a preacher, 


when he was about twenty years of age: 
and it was with great acceptance he ac- 
quited 


t 7} 
quited himſelf in it. His firſt ſtated em- 
ploymentin this character was at Cheſham 
in the county of Bucks, not far diſtant 
from Berkhamſted in Hertfordſhire, where 
he was born. and he was, after a while, 
by the very numerous congregation , of 
Antipœdobaptiſts aſſembling at Cheſham 
invited to the exerciſe of the paſtoral care 
Z amongſt them, in conjunction with ano- 
= ther, the Rev. Mr. Sexton, then ſtanding 
in that relation to them: but, for ſome 
= particular reaſons, this invitation he thought 
proper to decline. ſo far however he 
Z complicd with the deſires of that ſocietie, 
as to agree, notwithſtanding his diſtant 
refidence. i in town, to the ſtated ſervice of 
the congregation twice in a month ; which 
agreement he very punctually and with the 
greateſt fidelitie performed for the ſpace of 
ten years. at which period, upon the 
death of the late Rev. Mr. Joſeph Morris, 
he was invited by the church, then meeting 
in Glaſs-houſe Yard, Goſwell- ſtreet, but 
now aſſembling in this place, to be their 
paſtor ; and this invitation he accepted of. 


And in this ſituation he continued for the 


remaining ten years of his life: yet, ac- 
cording to mutual agreement, not wholly 
gquiting his connexion at Cheſham, though 
2X leſs frequently officiating there. my own 
& ſituation, as you will immediately appre- 
hend, did not allow me many opportuni- 


ties of attending 3 his public ſervices as 


a mi- 
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4 miniſter. yet judging by thoſe, which 


have occured to me, by what I knew of 


his principles, and by what I have been 


witneſs to in the general tenor of his con- 


verſation, I believe I may ſafely venture to 
affirm concerning them, what that re- 
nowned martyr, / John Huſs of Bohemia, 
when ſurrounded with the fagots, that 


were juſt ready to be ſet on fire about him, 


declared concerning his own “ ſermons and 
« writings,” (ſee Goodwin's life of king 
the fifth, B. III. p. 139.) that they 
« were all directed to the converting of 

* men from fin to God, and to bring them 
< to heaven.” But our worthy friend did 
not think it enough to acquire for his own 


part juſt principles in religion, or even to 


be employed in making a juſt repreſenta- 
tion of its truths to others. it is well 
known, that he did: by his life and prac- 
tice © adorn the a of God our Sa- 
* vior in all things, and that © his con- 


* yerſation” was in every reſpe& * as be- 


« cometh the goſpel of Chriſt.” he was 
ſerious without affeRation, zealous: with- 


out bigotrie, candid without - indifference, 
chearful without levitie, humble without 


ſervilitie, reſolute and perſevering without 
obſtinacie, prudent without hypocriſie or 
cov of this life, without ſuffering his af- 
fections to be wholly engrofled by the ob- 
jects and purſuits of it. He new that 

ne | Ie a 


guile, and attentive to the neceſſarie con- 
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ce an thing was indeed needful, the grand 
concern of religion and another life. And 
to this, with the greateſt ſinceritie and in- 
violable attachment, he devoted his on 
affections, and endevored to excite in the 
minds of others the fame attention to it. 

But it has pleaſed God to deprive us both 
of his worthy example and uſeful labors. 
And it is my hope and earneſt prayer, that 
we may all of us, as more or leſs nearly 
affected by this mournful event, be making 
the proper improvement of it, and beha- 
ving with due ſubmiſſion under it. And 


Ito you, his mourning and afflicted wi pow, 


hope it will be no ſmall conſolation, that 
your deceaſed huſband has left ſo hono- 
Jrable a memorial behind him, and that he 
was <© a brother, whoſe praiſe is in the 
* gofpel throughout all the churches.” I 


am ſenſible how tender a ſeene it muſt be, 


and deeply affecting ſtroke to friendly and 
ingenuous nature; to be thus for ever ſe- 
8 from the deareſt partner of our 
lives, with whom we have been long 


united in the bonds of higheſt amitie and 


mutual love; to ſee no more that counte- 
nance, which has ſo oft refreſhed us; to 
hear no more that voice, which ſo oft has 


made us glad; to be by each returning time 
and ſeaſon of the day, by every ſpot or 


place, on which we caſt our eye, remind- 
ed of the much wiſhed- for and once de- 
lighting preſence of the friend, whom now 
our eyes muſt fee no more; to have loſt, 
8 DE. 2 for 
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8 for e ever his faithful counſels a endears. | 


ing ſympathie : this, this, I ſay, is a 


ſcene of ſorrow, in which | undoubtedly 


the tear of ſacred friendſhip will be. by 
heaven indulged. But let me remind you 


too of the language, in which our Savior 


addreſſed himſelf to his diſciples, when la- 1 
menting that ſpeedy removal from them, 


of which he had been giving them the in- 


timation. If, he ſays, ye loved me, 
« you would rejoice, becauſe I ſaid I go 
« unto the Father.” Great indeed muſt 3 
be the ſollicitude of your heart, for your 
numerous and tender offspring around you. 
Commit them then unto that Godin whom 
you believe, and . caſt your care,” | 
reſpect . upon him, knowing that he | 
* careth for you.” and may you be enabled 
to © bring them up in the nurture and 
e admonition of the Lord,” that ſo rl 
may in ſome meaſure fill up their father's | 
place. And in this good work you will, 
I hope, be not a little animated by har | I 
tender affection, which he himſelf diſco- 
vered towards them in the dying ſcene: | 
Our worthy friend had, at a very 2 


ſtage of his diſtemper, ſome ſtrong fore- 


bodings of what was indeed the iſſue and | 


reſult of it, and of that event, which we 


in our own behalf, as all who knew him 0 
muſt, ſo juſtly now lament; and accord= } 4 
ingly he diſcourſed to thoſe who were then | 
about him. Nay, it is remarkable, that 
about fix weeks before this attack, and. 

3 | when, 3 5 


in this 


1 R 
when, to all appearance, he was in uſual 
health, he expreſſed himfelf in a very 
particular manner to a friend in the 
country, as to ſome impreſhons of this 
| fort, which he had then upon his mind, 
and even repeated theſe apprehenſions 
to the ſame friend afterwards by letter. 
And on the very day fortnight prece- 
ding his death, having been on a viſit 
to the ſame place, he was obſerved to 
take leave of this and other friends in 
a manner particularly affectionate, after 
having at that time likewiſe expreſſed him- 
ſelf in converſation to the like effect. But 
it was on the Sunday before his death, 
2X when, alas! the violence of his diforder 
gave to all about him but too much reaſon 
Ito apprehend the ſame, that he deſired his 
children to be called up, and when ſur- 
FX rounding his bed bid them a ſolemn fare+ 
well, telling them he believed that he him- 
ſelf ſhould ſoon be taken from them, and 
in a manner beſt adapted to their tender 
years recommending it to them to be ſeri- 
1e. cous and good, he particularly urged upon 
rly them a dutiful and loving conduct towards 


e- their mother. To you the members of his 
nd church, I hope what we have been infiſt+ 


Fog upon may be of uſe towards compoſing 
your minds into a ſutable refignation to the 
will of heaven, under this very affecting 
en loſs you have ſuſtained. for, as he himſelf ex- 
preſſes it in a little tract he publiſhed about 
twelve years ago, which I ſuppoſe to be his 
only publication, intituled ** a Diſſertation 
| 2 1 


human life ſeemed always to attend him. 
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upon the moral perfection, of the Supreme 
„BEING,“ having been before inculcating 
the ſame general principles hence (p. 26.) 
e we may conclude, that the ſupreme Be- 
ing juſtly commands our conſtant truſt in 
« his providence and our univerſal obedi- 
* ence to his will, not from the principle 
* of ſovereignty and mere ARBITRARINESSy 
but from the harmonie, beauty and rec- 
« titude of his conduct towards all his 
% creatures.” And there is no doubt but 
that from ſentiments like theſe he derived 
that happy compoſure of mind, which 


amidſt the viciſſitudes and various trials of 


his „ faith” therefore follow, conſide- 
* ring the end of his converſation.” and 
if heretofore you have been in any degree 
remiſs in attending to, and ſutably apply- 
ing that word of God,” which he has 
« ſpoken to you,” endeyor, as the beſt i 
amends you can make to yourſelves, and the 
beſt return to him for all his faithful ſer- 
vices, to be recollecting as far as may be 
the uſeful inſtructions you have received 
from him, and give up your hearts to the 
ſavin impreſſion of them. And indeed 
to all in general uſually meeting in this 
lace the preſent event of providence is 
bighly awakening. It is but about nine 
months ago, ſince the very friend, in whoſe 
place I now ſtand, was in this place like- 
wiſe, performing the ſame office of reſpe&t 
to another worthy paſtor, who for a long 

courſe i 
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courſe of years had been miniſtering in this 
« houſe of God,” that I am now paying 
to him. With what an holie diligence 


then ſhould we be attending to the admo- 


nitions and exhortations given us on theſe 
returning ſeaſons. of ſacred worſhip, not 
knowing how ſoon the lips of thoſe, who 
deliver them may be forever cloſed in 


= death. And let us, who are ourſelves en- 
= gaged in this © miniſtration of the word” 


remember, that we have this © treaſure 
« jn earthen veſlels,” ever liable to be bro- 
ken in pieces, and we ourſelves to be called 

hence. And as God has been of late re- 
moving the ſhepherds of his flock, oneand 
another and yet a third, let us, who ſtill 
ſurvive, . be endevoring as much as poſſi- 
ble to ſupply the loſs by our own redoubled 
vigilance and care, and tho' our ſucceſs 


ſhould not be altogether ſo viſible and ap- 


parent, as may have been the caſe in for- 
mer times, yet we may hope at leaſt that 
the good ſeed then ſown may be by our la- 
bors cheriſhed and improved; and of that 
which we ourſelves are caſting into the 
ground, tho' we may never ſee the harveſt, 
yet others may; and a glorious crop anon 
be reaped, which might perhaps have never 
appeared without our previous pains ex- 
erted in the cultivation of the ſoil. but 
however that may be, we ſhall in “ ſo 
doing“ ſurely . fave ourſelves.” And 
let us all in general, duly mindful of life's 
uncertain tenure, and how liable we are at 
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every inſtant to be removed from the pres 


ſent ſcene of being, no longer to enjoy 
either any of its ſenſible delights, or any of 


thofe religious privileges and opportunities 


which it affords, be with immediate and 


unabating . diligence exerting ourſelves in 
the ſervice of our God, for the honor of his 
name, and in promoting to the utmoſt of 


our power the reverential worſhip and ado- 
ration of it. And yet to thoſe in the youn- 


ger and leſs advanced part of life, the pre- 
ſent mournful event carries in it a ſtill more 
peculiar voice of admonition and alarm, 
the friend whoſe death we now lament has 
been in the midſt of his days cut off; and 
at a period and ſtage of life, when thoſe of 
conſtitution ſtrong and healthful, having 
paſted the dangers of the youthful day, may 
be apt with' ſome peculiar confidence to 
count upon a long- continued courſe of ac- 
tion or enjoyment here. But we ſee in 
the preſent inſtance, and we may ſee it in 


ten thouſand more, that this is a depen- 


dance extravagant and vain, what then 
remains? but that thoſe in every rank, ſta- 


tion and office of life, thoſe of every age 
and ſtanding in it, devote themſelves with 
a whole intire heart to the ſervice of that 


God, © in whom they believe,” knowing 


and being perſuaded, that * he is able to 


«« keep that which they ſhall: commit unta 
* him,” and that he is the liberal © rewarder 
{* of all them, who diligently ſeek him.” 
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Delivered at the Grave. 


T Is the obſervation of ſacred Gains 
I with reſpe&t to the diſpenſations and 
Providence of the divine and ſovereign ruler, 
q pat « his way is in the ſea and his path 
in the great waters,” and that his foot- 
ſteps are not known ;” the more par- 
FHicular intention of his dealings with us 
peing in many inſtances deeply concealed 
: 1 From our view. And perhaps we are ne- 
ver more inclined to applie this reflexion, 
ban, when the man of pietie, the man of 
4 Focial virtue, of benign and candid man- 
F ners, of public uſefulneſs and growin 
worth is unexpectedly and in the midſt 5 
his years cut off” for ever from our 
F | world. A world, alas! in which men of 
this character can ſo ill be ſpared, in a caſe 
like this, and it is indeed the ſad occaſion 
Jof our preſent meeting, we almoſt think 
; ourſelves at libertie to expoſtulate with hea- 
2 ven, and are well nigh readie to aſſume 
the language of the petulant and haſtie pro- 
Ire and to ſay, that «© we do well to be 
E angry.“ 


I 


% angry.” Yet © he that is wiſe and will 
„ obſerve theſe things, ſhall even in them 
„ underſtand the loving-kindneſs of the 
« Lord;” and tho' not able fully to ex- 


plicate and unfold them, will yet diſcern 


enough to vindicate the ways of providence, 
to ſilence every murmuring thought, and il 
to awaken in his breaſt that pious fenti- 
ment of Job; the Lord gave and the 
« Lord hath taken away and bleſſed be 
ce the name of the Lord.” it is God, who 
has „ given” us our being and alloted us 
our ſtation here. and in thoſe mental pow- i 
ers and faculties, with which he has en- 
dowed us, in the admirable frame and 
ſtructure of our bodies, in the conſummate | 
order and beautie of every thing around us | 
we have the moſt conſpicuous diſplays of 
a divine and matchleſs wiſdom, operating 
with the moſt benevolent and friendly i 
view. may we not then naturally con- 
clude the ſame divine wiſdom, to be after 
the ſame benevolent and friendly manner 
employed in our removal hence? we have 
all of us too a ſervice here appointed us by 
our maker. and to whom does it ſo pro- 
perly belong to remove a ſervant from this 
or that particular ſtation as to the maſter, i 
who placed him in it? and whenever it 
ſeems good to our great maſter in hea- | 


ven“ to cloſe the labors of any of his 
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faithful ſervants here upon earth, may we 


not well believe that the time and ſeaſon 


has 


1351 
has been by him moſt gratiouſly determi- 
ned we may be apt indeed amidſt the 
gloom of ſorrow to imagine, that upon their 
departure hence, their excellent qualities 
and uſeful powers muſt needs be totally and 
for ever loſt. and to our world, it is true 
they are. but ſhall we indulge a thought 
ſo narrow and contracted, as to ſuppoſe 
this little ſpot of earth the only ſcene, in 
which the faculties of the human mind 
can be exerted and diſplayed? may there 
not be ſome other region in nature afford- 
ing the nobleſt objects for the exerciſe and 


employment of them? The more we con- 
ſider and reflect upon thoſe high and ele- 
vated powers, which dignifie and adorn 

our natures, the more forcibly ſhall we be 


led to conclude that our preſent ſtate of be- 
ing is in the deſign of it initiatorie and 
X progreſſive. And if ſo, what can we more 
naturally preſume, than that upon the re- 
moval hence of ſuch as have acted their 
part, while here on earth, with dignitie 


and honor, they are advanced to ſome wor- 
 FWthier and more exalted ſcene of action and 
felicitie? ſuch were the conſolations and 


comforts. of the heathen world upon the 
deceaſe of their pious friends. they did 
not conſider them as “ loſt, ” but only 


„ gone before.” ſuch the comforts, 


which we ourſelves, upon the like mourn» 

ful occaſions, may derive from the reaſon- 

ing of our own minds, founded upon the 
; "Ez facul- 
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fliaculties and powers, with which they are | 
endued confidered in conjunction with 
the perfections of that ſovereign Deitie, 
who created us: and ſuch the comforts, 
with which we have been ſo amply ſup- 
plied by the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt, 2 who 4 brought life and im- 
„ mortalitie to hight,” And * bleſſed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus | 
« Chriſt, who according to his abundant | 
mercie © hath begotten us again unto” this | 
lively hope by the reſurrection of Jae E 
« Chriſt from the dead.” I 
But it is not conſolation 'only about 2 
which we are, upon theſe occaſions, to be 
concerned. no: we are to improve the 
ſad ſolemnitie. And what can we ſuppoſe 
to be the great moral uſe of that uncer- 
taintie and precariouſneſs as to our conti-, 
nuance here on earth, to which - the life of 
every man is liable, and ſtands expoſed; E 
but to excite and quicken every one to an L 
immediate and moſt diligent purſuit of | 
thoſe © things” which at once conſtitute | 
his dutie, and are fo eſſentially “ belon; ging 
to his peace? How juſtly alarming this F 
conſideration to the licentious and 'aban- | b 

doned ? and how powerfully adapted to par 
them upon . a - ſerious ' recollection / and | 2 
amendment bf their ways?” Nor is its 
uſe confined to them alone: for as we «| F ; 
this uncertaintie of life to be alike the lot 
of thoſe, who not only act in the moſt | 
impor- | 


Iv 


important ſtations, but are diſcharging the x 


duties of them with the higheſt fidelitie 


and honor, what a perpetual monitor 


ſhould it be even to ſuch, not to ſlacken or 


grow remiſs in their virtuous courſe ; but 
with an unremiting diligence and ſtill 
higher ardor to be exerting themſelves in 
every friendly office and honorable purſuit; 


| not knowing how very ſoon or : ſuddenly 


they themſelves alſo. may be called hence, 
no more to be ſeen among men on earth? 
And you, my honored friends and brethren 
in the mnie, will, I doubt not, indulge 


+ © me in a reflexion or two upon this occa- 


action here. 
the awakening admonition ? have we ex- 


23 fion, that ſhall be more particularly appli- 


cable to you, as well as to myſelf. And 
ſhould they tend, in ſome degree, to excite 


an ingenuous ſhame, I deſire, for my own 


part, to take the largeſt and the humbleſt 
Mare in it. It muſt however be confeſſed, 


that alarming and unexpected, as was the 


mournful event, that has brought us here, 
it is by no means the firſt inſtance of the 


kind, that has been preſented to our view. 
© | Again and again have we ſeen how liable 
are thoſe of everie age and everie character, 


by ſome unthought-of and inſtant ſum- 
mons, to be removed from the ſcene of 
But have we duly improved 


erted a proportionably greater care and di- 


q ligence in fulfilling the duties either of ou 


chriſtian calling i in general, or of our pecu- 
SO | liar 
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liar office? If not, let this grave, to 
which we are now commiting the remains 
of our worthy brother, at length ſtrike 
home the leſſon upon our hearts: and let 
us, in imitation of our bleſſed Savior, 
whoſe ſervants and miniſters we are, work 
<< while it is day; not knowing how 
ſoon © the night cometh when no man can 
« work, ſo as to ſupply or fill up the de- 
fect of any dutie, — may be owing to 
thoſe, with whom we are here connected. 
And let us all, both young and old, and 
rich and poor, thoſe of every ſtation and | 
buſineſs in life, be wiſely improving the 
prefent mournful ſcene? What can ag 
worldly joy avail us, if “ this night our 
«« ſouls,” as for aught we know they may, 
« ſhould be required of us?” We ſee the 
uncertain, periſhing, and tranſitorie nature 
of every earthly good. Let us not then 
be placing our chief and ſupreme affections 
upon any thing of this kind : but let us 
* lay up for ourſelves treaſures in that 
«© world above, where neither moth nor 
< ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
< not break through nor ſteal,” Let us 
imitate the virtues of our deceaſed brother, 
to whom we are now paying theſe juſt and 
ſolemn offices of reſpect; his integritie, 
diligence, temperance, meekneſs, zeal for 
God, and good- will to man; that ſo live IE 
ing in afaithful and conſcientious obedience 
to the divine commands, we may with an 
3 LE holie 
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olie confidence and joy, at the time of 


n Pur own departure hence, adopt the lan- 
e Nuage of the apoſtle, and ſay, o death, 
t where is thy ſting? o grave, where is 
„thy victorie? thanks be to God, who 
K hath given us the victorie, and through 
„ our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” enabled us-to 
a Wain fo glorious a triumph over fin and 
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